i8o    STATISTICAL ACCOUNT OF NAGA HILLS.
calves being encased in leggings made of fine cane, similar to that
of the armlets. These are generally worked on the leg, and allowed
to remain until they wear out. Some of the men cut their hair
square in front, and wear it pushed up above their foreheads, the
hair at the top and back of the head being tied into a knot behind,
and ornamented with eagle and toucan feathers. Others, again, cut
their hair all round, leaving it about three or four inches long in
front, and from six to eight inches long behind, and allow it to
remain loose and dishevelled. The women are short in stature,
stout, and extremely plain featured. They have to perform all the
drudgery of the house, to work in the fields, hew wood, and draw
water, besides weaving the clothing required for the family.
No regular form of internal government exists among the Na*ga*
tribes; possession,  and a strong arm to hold what they have,
has hitherto been the only law they recognise.    It is true that
every village has a certain number of chiefs or head-men, called
pennids ; but their authority is little more than nominal.    They do
not collect any revenue, and their orders are obeyed only so far &
they may be in accordance with the wishes of the community
Their rank and title is not hereditary, but depends upon the wealth
standing, and personal qualifications of the individual.   Among thi
wild tribe a life for a life is a maxim invariably put into practice
and blood feuds to the death are of frequent occurrence.    Even
man is his own master, and avenges his own quarrel.    Blood onc<
shed can never be expiated, except by the death of the murderer o.
some of his near relatives.   Although the murderer escape for years,
he yet may be surprised and slain, for revenge is a sacred duty,
and never forgotten.    Adultery is also an offence which admits of
no compromise, and is punished by death, the injured,husband being
expected to spear the seducer of his wife on the first opportunity.
One point in their intestine quarrels worth noticing is, that it is
seldom that the whole of one village is at war with the whole of a
neighbouring village; but clan is almost invariably pitted against
clan, and it thus often happens that a village contains two hostile
camps at deadly feud with each other, with perhaps a neutral clan
living between them and at peace with both.   Forays and raids are
of frequent occurrence, not  only among the  Na'ga's themselves,
but also upon the neighbouring settled Districts of C^ch^r and
Nowgong.    Their weapons are the spear and the ddo, the former
being   usually   ornamented with coloured   hair or  fine   plaited